Appeals Process

If an applicant organization feels it has been unfairly eliminated from either the local or the federal
competition, that a decision made by the Performance and Ranking Committee regarding the ranking,
rejection, or funding of their project was prejudicial, unsubstantiated by project performance, orin
violation of the current Continuum of Care Guidelines, the applying lead agency and sponsor, if any, may
file an appeal by contacting the Collaborative Applicant for further instructions.

Project Application Appeals Policy

The Central MN CoC strives to be transparent in awarding U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) Continuum of Care (CoC) funding to projects in the 13 county Central MN CoC
region. Recognizing that annual CoC funding processes may involve funding cuts due to a reduction in
the Annual Renewal Demand (ARD) as set by HUD, it is important that grantees understand CoC
expectations and process for project scoring, ranking, and tiering. Once the Central MN CoC Performance
and Ranking Committee has scored applicant proposals, all applicants will be notified by the
Performance and Ranking Committee. This notification will include a document summarizing the
project’s score.

All applicants will be notified via email of their ranking. In addition, ranking information (with funding
amounts) will be posted to the Central MN Housing Partnership website. Following the announcement of
the Central MN CoC Performance and Ranking Committee decisions, applicants who have specific
concerns regarding the review and scoring of their application may file an appeal, in writing, to the
Central MN Co-CoC Coordinator. Appeals will only be considered in cases where applicants have
concerns specific to the review process and scoring of their application. Appeals specific to the ranking
or funding recommendation will not be considered.

Appeals Process

¢ All qualifying CoC project applications will be scored.

¢ A Final Ranking list (with funding amounts) will be posted to the CMHP websites.

o All written appeals for applications that are eligible to appeal must be received by the deadline. All
notices of appeal (one original) must be submitted to the Central MN CoC Coordinator. It is incumbent
upon the agency submitting an appeal to verify that the request has been received by the deadline.

¢ The notice of appeal must include a written statement specifying in detail each one of the grounds
asserted for the appeal. The appeal must be signed by an individual authorized to represent the sponsor
agency (i.e., Executive Director) and must include (highlight and cite) the specific sections of the
application on which the appeal is based. The appealing agency must specify facts and evidence
sufficient for the Appeal Committee to determine the validity of the appeal. That is, the notice of appeal
must have attached the specific areas of the application being appealed and must also clearly explain
why the information provided is adequate to gain additional points.

¢ The Central MN Co-CoC Coordinator and the Ranking and Scoring will review and evaluate all notices of
appeal and determine whether the appeal meets the Central MN CoC appeal policy.

¢ All valid appeals will be read, reviewed, and evaluated by the Ranking and Scoring Committee.

¢ Agencies will receive, in writing, the appeal decision prior to CoC NOFO application submission.



